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CUSD 200 is a high-ranking district, producing successful students with quality teachers. 

 9 17th best school district in the 
State of Illinois  
Source: Niche.com 
 

 9 5th best unit (or K-12) district 
Source: Niche.com 
 

 9 High schools ranked at or near the 
top 10% in the State. 
Source: U.S. News and World Report 

 9 All schools are designated as either 
“exemplary” or “commendable” 
(the two highest designations)  
Source: Illinois State Board of Education’s 
Illinois Report Card.

 9 AP Achievement District – a 
recognition for only 12 other 
districts in Illinois and 367 districts 
nationwide.

 9 38 students receiving National 
Merit Recognition in 2022 
 

 9 198 students (or about 20% of the 
graduating class) recognized as 
Illinois State Scholars. 
 

 9Over 90% of our students went 
onto post-secondary education 
that included Yale, Princeton, and 
Northwestern.

 9 73% of our district’s educators 
have a master’s degree or higher.

Top 20%
CUSD 200’s state IAR scores 
for ELA were in the top 20% 
in the State

Top 12%
CUSD 200’s state IAR scores 
for math were in the top 
12% in the State

+1%/+3%
CUSD 200’s improvement 
over state average levels in 
ELA and math from 2019-
2022.

+16%
CUSD 200 outperforms the 
state average for SAT by 
over 16%

CUSD 200 reviews and monitors a variety of metrics, including state data.  
Here is what you need to know about CUSD 200’s metrics:

If you are reviewing standardized test data, be sure not to make these common mistakes:
Don’t compare different versions of the test. The State of Illinois has had six different versions of its K-8 assessments in 
the past 10 years. There have been changes in the “cut score” and other variations throughout the years. 

Be careful when comparing school districts. When comparing test scores between school districts, also compare the 
specifics of each school district and its student population. Some students come with more challenges and obstacles to 
their learning than others. Comparing test scores between districts without comparing the similarities and differences 
in the student populations is nothing more than comparing apples to oranges. We do have achievement gaps and I 
support efforts to address these. 

Understand the context. I have been exceptionally impressed at how CUSD 200 uses and responds to data. This past 
year, in fact, it purchased a new assessment tool (“Fast Bridge”) to monitor student achievement data on a more real-
time basis than the annual state assessments provide. Test score must be understood in the context of the variations of 
the test and other factors that provide context to the score.

Continuous improvement. CUSD 200 is not a complacent district, and as a board member that would never be 
acceptable to me. I appreciate CUSD 200’s ways to make continuous improvements. You can review some of these on 
my Fact Sheet on Recent Investments in Math and Reading.
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